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Introduction

The Vulnerability & Policing Futures Research Centre is one of six
centres of excellence fundedin 2021 by the Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC) and beganinMay 2022. Co-hosted by
the University of Leeds and the University of York, it aims to reshape
how the police and other organisations work togetherto reduce

harm among vulnerable people in society.

Now three years into our five-year funding period,
the Centre’s pioneering programme of research,
knowledge exchange and engagement platforms
includes 47 research projects, 26 Co-Investigators,
38 Project Partners, 29 research affiliates, 12 post-
doctoralresearchers, 25 International Advisors, four
Associated PhD students and a vibrantinternational
PhD network. Project Partners that support

the Centre include national stakeholders from
government, policingand NGOs, including Revolving
Doors, Centrepoint, Power the Fight, HMICFRS,
College of Policing, NPCC, the Police Foundation

1 Forafulllist of our partner organisations, see the UKRI's Gate Ve a ) i

and the Home Office, as well as regional partners
including West and North Yorkshire Police, Durham
Constabulary, West Yorkshire Violence Reduction
Partnership and Health Care Partnership.!

At this pivotal point we have started to share

findings from ourresearch, and are starting to see
ourinfrastructure and capacity buildingwork bear
fruit. Attentionis turning towards seeking out and
facilitating pathways to impact from thisimportant
societalresearch, whichwe hope to achieve with and
through our partnerships.

arch listing for the C entre.

T
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ESRC Vulnerability & Policing Futures Research Centre Annual Report 2025

The Centre in numbers
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Research progress

Centreresearch has continued apace across our multiple
workstrands, with a total of 47 projects now either complete or
underway. Some highlights are included below, with information
about all Centre-led and Centre-funded projectsincluded on our
website: vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/research.

A number of projects have reported findings, and produced a
variety of outputs, including our accessible research finding
summaries, journal articles, animated videos, webinars, community
events andresources, among others.

Problem-oriented research

The project ‘Policing, Vulnerabilities and Domestic
Abuse: Victims, Perpetrators, Interventions’ has
instigated aninternational knowledge exchange
betweenresearchers, policing policy makers and N , —
practitionersin Melbourne, Victoria, Australiaand i
Greater Manchesterinthe UK. Professor

Kate Fitz-Gibbon (Monash University)

and ProfessorDavid Gadd (University

of Manchester) led a delegation of
representatives from Greater Manchester
Combined Authority (GMCA) and Greater
Manchester Probation (who provided financial
support, along with the Rhodes trust)ona
week-longvisit. The delegationlearnt about the
evolution of best practice inresponse to survivors
and perpetrators fromrepresentatives from
organisationsincluding: No to Violence (the peak
body formen’s services and provides the Men’s
Referral Service and the Men’s Line); the MeliMen’s
Family Violence Intervention Centre (which works
withmento help themlearn strategies that do not
include using violence); a government funded family
violence service; Victoria Police Academy; and the
Victoria Victim Survivors Advisory Council.

They alsoreceived presentations at Monash
University from Associate Professor Bridget

Harris onthe topic of cyberenabledviolence

and stalking and Dr Lisa Whieldononlived
experience engagement and family violence policy.
Recommendations made by the GMCA delegates
are currently being considered forimplementation
in Greater Manchester. The delegates and their
hosts aim to continue the knowledge exchange by
inviting professionals from Melbourne to attend a
programme of eventsinthe UKlaterin 2025.


https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/research/
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Two new projects commencedinMay 2025, torun
over the final two years of the Centre’s five-year
funding period.

* Onefocusesonyoungpeople of colourinHarehills,
Leeds, taking a participatory actionresearch
approach, and focusing onthe lived experiences
of theyoung people, to betterunderstand
their perceptions of policing and safety in their
communities, and how theirvulnerabilities are
exacerbated by theirracialisedidentities. The
team, led by Centre Co-Is DrKaty Sianand DrNadia
Jessop (York), willwork with local community groups
to develop, withyoung people, avisionforchangein
Harehills, and planto achieve this.

"This important project shines a vital light on
the experiences of young people of colourin
Harehills, particularly theirinteractions with police
and supportservices. By working closely with the
community, it not only seeks to understand youth
experiences of violence but also challenges
harmful perceptions andin doing so it seeks to
drives positive change. Through evaluating the
effectiveness of local services, this project
offers a crucial step toward building trust,
improving support and creating a safer,
more inclusive environment for all young
peopleinHarehills."

RICHARD BURGON MP,LABOUR, LEEDS EAST

RICHARD BURGONMP

Image: Richard Burgon ©House of Commons

* The otherwill focus on delivery of police use of

Out of Court Resolutions (to divert people from
the Criminal Justice System) with adults, and how
they are, orcould be better, applied withregard
tovulnerable groups. The work willinclude a deep
dive into the work of one ortwo collaborating
police forces with established delivery models
for Out of Court Resolutions, and be deliveredin
collaborationwith the York Trials Unit, under the
leadership of Centre Co-Director Professor Adam
Crawford (York & Leeds) and Deputy Director
Professor Dan Birks (Leeds).
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Place-basedresearch

The Centre’s data science programme continues
toinformnational policy via data-driveninsights
into societal challengesimpacting Bradford and
Leeds. Therecruitment of sixnew data scientists,
drawn from diverse disciplines and backgrounds,
has further strengthened capacity in ‘socially
responsible data science’ and enhanced our ability
to deliverimpactful research that supports public
service providers andimproves outcomes for the
communities they serve.

Akeyfocusthisyearhasbeendeepening
collaborationwithlocal partners, including Bradford
Children’s Trust, Bradford Council, and Leeds City
Council. These partnerships have generated new
insightsinto complexissues such as multi-agency
public safety measurement, changing patterns of
children’s social care provision, and the relationship
between schoolabsence, educational attainment,
and future engagementin employment ortraining.
We are currently exploringinnovative approaches to
linking police and health data to betterunderstand
community mental health needs and working with

children’s social care services to supportyoung
people at risk of going missing from care settings.
This work has benefited frominterdisciplinary
contributions across psychology, geography, and law,
and has been enriched by practitionerexpertise from
bothLeeds and Bradford Local Authorities - ensuring
theresearchremains groundedinrealties of practice.

Inkeeping withits stated goals, the data science
programme has also contributed to career
development with formerteam members moving
intorolesin policeintelligence analysis, NHS
datamanagement, academicresearch, doctoral
studies, and the private sector. These trajectories
underscore thelastingimpact of the programme’s
research environment onwider professional and
societal contexts.

Place-based qualitative work has continuedin
Bradford. Planningisinhandinrelationto the Bradford
work, to develop a Demonstration Project based
onthe Holme Wood research, building on fruitful
engagement with key partnersincluding Act Locally.

Image: SteveH-UoB, CCBY-SA 4.0, viaWikimediaCommons
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Further funding

Centre colleagues have beeninvolvedin securing more than £2min

new externally funded projects.

New funding has been secured for Centre Researcher
DrAndrew Papworth, whose successful ESRC

New Investigator Award, INTERPRET - interactions
between people who use drugs and the police:
experiences andimpacts’,commencesinMay
alongside areduced time commitment to the Centre.

Ateamacross the University of Leeds and the
University of York, including Centre staff, led by
Centre Deputy Director Professor Dan Birks and
Centre Co-Director Professor Adam Crawford,
succeeded in their bid for a Policing-Academic
Centre of Excellence award (£600,000, National
Police Chiefs’ Council funding administered via
ESRC). This new programme of work commences
in September2025 and willbe closely aligned
with, albeit separate from, the ongoing work of the
Centre. The P-ACE will combine multi-disciplinary
research andinnovation from the Universities of
Leeds and York to equip police and partners with the
bestresearch evidence available. Working closely
with UK policing stakeholders, the P-ACEs will
drive collaboration among academia and policing.
They will ensure that policing is shaped by the most
up to date scientific evidence, and that leading
researchers nationwide are able to challenge and
innovate in partnership with policing as they strive to
improve public safety.

Being so closely aligned to, and then working for
the Centre was critical when | obtained funding for
my own research and has helped me to progress
towards becoming anindependent researcher.
I'm sure that being able to clearly demonstrate the
level of support and expertise that | would be able
to draw upon during my grant, as aresult of my
relationship to the Centre, made a very convincing
case to the funders. Colleagues at the Centre
have already helped me navigate some of the
early challenges | have encountered when running
my own project and have also introduced me to
researchers and practitioners who will be key in
helping me to achieve as muchimpact as possible
frommy project’s findings.

DRANDREW PAPWORTH

Professor Dan Birks was also successfulin securing
a£212,000 award from ESRC following aninvitation
to the Centre to submit a proposal for the “UKRIR&D
Missions Accelerator Programme Safer Streets”. This
focused onthe ‘concentrations of crime’ problem
statement andresponds to the Government’s

Safer Streets mission. The project will conduct
foundationalresearchregarding the application

of hotspot methodologies, particularly as they
relate to priority offences of knife crime, violence
againstwomen and girls, anti-social behaviourand
related crime. The project will develop approaches
to quantify the uncertainty associated with
concentration patterns and assess the feasibility of
enriching hotspot analyses with multi-agency data.
It will provide the critical groundwork needed to
inform the targeted deployment of crime reduction
resources by police and partner agencies.

Professor Adam Crawfordis part of ateamled by
Professor Sid Bandyopadhyay (Birmingham)in
collaborationwith Dr Alison Heydari (NPCC) that

has been awarded funding from the Cabinet Office
Evaluation Accelerator Fund (£185,000) for a project
entitled: ‘Are Out Of Court Resolutions Effective In
Lowering Crime? An Evaluation Of Outcome 22’, which
complements the Centre’s project on adult diversion.

Centre Co-Investigator Professor Sharon Grace
(York) led a successful bid to secure £846,000 in
NIHR funding forthe ARROW project - Assessing
the potential of awomen only, gender- and trauma-
informed residential rehabilitation pathway fordrug
dependentwomenleaving prison. Centre Deputy
Director Professor Charlie Lloydis a Co-Investigator
on this new project.



https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/news/researchers-to-lead-prestigious-policing-academic-centre-of-excellence/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/news/researchers-to-lead-prestigious-policing-academic-centre-of-excellence/
https://www.york.ac.uk/business-society/research/spsw/the-arrow-project/
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Centre Co-Investigators ProfessorLizHughes
(Glasgow Caledonian) and Professor Martin Webber
(York) were part of the team that secured a£15,000
award through the Scottish Institute for Policing
Research (SIPR) responsiveresearch fund, to
conduct arapid evidencereview on ‘Good Practice
inthe Transfer of Care’.

Professor Kate Brown and Professor Sharon Grace
have secured £11,000 from the University of York’s
ESRC ImpactAcceleration Account (IAA), towork
withthe NPCC to developimpactinrelationto
co-producedresearch focusing on dedicated Sex
Worker Liaison Officerrolesin policing.
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Impact and engagement

Impactis akey part of the Centre’s work as it aims to share and
shape how public sectoragencies and partners can effectively
respond to and prevent future threat, harm and vulnerability
throughintegrated multi-sectoral partnerships. The Centreis
implementing project-specificimpact plans as well as Centre-wide
strategies to support evidence-based policymaking.

Our Co-IProfessor Mark Mon-Williams is now
Deputy Chair of the Science Advisory Council for
the Opportunity Mission (board co-chaired by the
Health and Education Secretaries of State) providing
achannel forcommunicating ourresearchinsights.

Ourearlier Data Science projects have shaped
policy,informed practice, and contributed to
international research agendas. Forexample, the
N8 Child of the Northreport onImproving School
Attendance drew on sequential work by James
Battye, Emily Connelland Lewis Shaw and influenced
policymaking within the Department for Education
on attendance. In addition, projects from the first
datascientist cohort have spurred methodological
developmentsin the use of generative Al to
analyse unstructured police data forindicators

of vulnerability - examining effectiveness and
potential biases. This work, recently accepted for

REFLECTIONS FROM ABIGAIL BRAKE,
DATA SCIENTIST FROM 2022-2023

| joined the University of Leedsin 2022 as part of the European Centre
for the Responsibility to Protect (ECR2P), where | worked as a project

assistantresearching mass atrocity crimes.

Inlate 2022, | became a data scientist within the Vulnerability &
Policing Futures Research Centre through the Leeds Institute for Data
Analytics’ Data Scientist Development Programme. This role enabled
me tolead a project with the Centre that aimed to quantify demand
forvulnerability-related ambulance provision across the Bradford

region. Afterleaving the Centre, | continued to work with emergency
service data, and | now work as a cybercrime intelligence analyst
within the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau at City of London Police.
Thisrole involves manipulating data from crime reports to track and
predict trendsin cybercrime offending, informing decision-making
onkey threat areas such as hacking, and creatingintelligence-led

messaging for the public.

My time at the Vulnerability & Policing Futures Research Centre
was pivotalin shaping my career trajectory not only by developing
my technical skills but by fostering an analytical mindsetand a
confidencein engaging with external stakeholders, which [ now

rely on every day.

publicationinthe discipline’sleadinginternational
journal, reflects the team’s commitment to
methodologicalrigourand has promptedinvitations
to present findings at the College of Policing,

Crown Prosecution Service, and Ministry of Justice,
underscoringits practicalrelevance.

Additionally, the data science programme continues
to provide data scientists with the skillsand
experience to go onto successful careers and build
capacity forthe future of data analytics.

The Minimum Policing Standard researchreported
findings during 2024 around what the public

want from police, and whether people think
police are meeting minimum delivery standards.
Professor Adam Crawford shared findings with
police chiefs and police and crime commissioners
atthe APCC/NPCC annual summitin November
2024, and subsequently was
invited, along with Professor Ben
Bradford, to contribute to the
Trust and Confidence in Policing
Symposium, chaired by ACC
Dennis Murray (Thames Valley
Police) - aquarterly meeting with
strategic leads across UK police
forces. Inaddition, Professor
Bradford has presented findings
to the Home Office and Professor
Crawford presented to the French
Ministry of Interior as part of their
foresightinitiative on “Police,
Society,and Usersin 2035”.

Our “County lines policing and
vulnerability” project team have
presented to anumber of key
stakeholders, includingthe Home
Office and will deliver a webinarin
July about the research findings
andrecommendations. Also,

the “Co-designing community
resilience to online child sexual
victimisation” project worked
alongside a coastal communityin



https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/what-do-the-public-want-from-police-towards-a-minimum-policing-standard/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/what-do-the-public-want-from-police-towards-a-minimum-policing-standard/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/do-people-think-police-are-meeting-minimum-standards-of-service-delivery/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/do-people-think-police-are-meeting-minimum-standards-of-service-delivery/
https://ecr2p.leeds.ac.uk
https://ecr2p.leeds.ac.uk
https://lida.leeds.ac.uk/data-scientist-development-programme/
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North West England to create aset of 11 priorities and
aquality standards toolin a transferable template
that hasbeenusedinother UKregions to address
online child sexual exploitation and abuse.

CASE STUDY: OCSV DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT

One of the Centre’s mechanisms forachieving
impactis throughits demonstration projects.
Demonstration projects take findings and
recommendations from the Centre’sresearch and
apply themin practice through collaboration with
external partners. This caninclude co-designing new
strategies, technologies and toolsinformed by the
researchevidence.

One of the Centre’s first projects was “Co-designing
Community Resilience to Online Child Sexual
Victimisation”, which sought to develop a starting
point from which communities might be able to take
forward useful actions torespondto and prevent
online child sexual exploitation and abuse (OCSEA).

The project team worked alongside a coastal
community in North West England to create a set of

1 priorities to address OCSEA locally. Acommunity
action group beganwork onimplementing these
priorities and also worked with the team to develop
and agree a quality standards tool from the identified
priorities, which consolidated findingsinto a
transferable template thatlocal authorities could use
to furtherimprove theirownresponse to OCSEA.

Building on thiswork, the Centre teamed up with
digital safeguarding consultancy MeSafe and the
West Yorkshire Violence Reduction Partnership to
take the quality standards approach and apply it to
West Yorkshire.

Translating this work from a small community to
an entire county provided additional structures,
opportunities, and resourcesresulting in different
ways that the work could be transferredinto

i : »
of

practice. The project highlighted the versatility
and effectiveness of the quality standards
approach asit mapped well onto existing
structures within West Yorkshire and was able
to gainsignificant supportlocally.

The demonstration projectled to the development of
some valuable resources for taking the work forward
including atheory of change, whichis a useful tool
not only within West Yorkshire, but also otherlocal
authoritiesinterestedin finding betterandimproved
ways to address OCSEAin theircommunities.

Otherresources that were co-created and

informed by awide range of practitioners from child
safeguarding, police, youth work and education
were proposed terms of reference fora ‘Technology
Alliance’, atechnology championrole description,
suggestions onhow to be ‘child-led’inresponses

to OCSEA, guidance for developing campaigns,
and considerations for developing and embedding
online self-evaluation tools.

The demonstration project highlighted how
important practitionerand community engagement
iswhentrying to prevent online problems; the
knowledge and connections the West Yorkshire
Violence Reduction Partnership had were invaluable
to driving this work forward along with MeSafe.

This has provided West Yorkshire with a basis to

take this knowledge forward and develop ways that
include parents, children and young people when
translating these toolsinto practice. The Centre
looks forward to following and supporting this work
inthe future, and building onit to see how the quality
standards approach canbeimplemented further
regionally, nationally and internationally.

“Building on from the research undertaken by
the Centre to develop quality standards that
aim to strengthen existing responses to OCSEA,
this demonstration project has enabled us to
understand ‘how’ this meaningful research can
be shaped into delivery.

“Through engagement with professionals and
practitioners working in West Yorkshire, a selection
of resources aligned to these standards have been
developedto help embed these standards into
practice, with clear opportunities for this work to

inform positive change in the region”

SAM CLEWARTH, RESEARCH AND EVALUATION
SPECIALIST, WEST YORKSHIRE VIOLENCE
REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP



ESRC Vulnerability & Policing Futures Research Centre

AnnualReport 2025

KNOWLEDGE TRANSLATION THROUGH
EVIDENCE-INFORMED PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Inthe finaltwo years of the Centre’s funding (May
2025-May 2027) a Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) offerwillbe developed and
delivered. This offerwill support key practitioners
inpolice and allied professions tolearn about and
apply Centreresearch-basedinsightsin theirown
work. Our CPD courses will be co-produced with
partners, focused on sharing learning fromresearch
and practical application of findings.

The Centre hasundertakeninitial CPD work, having
contributed to the Vulnerability Knowledge and
Practice Programme and College of Policing

CPD events onresponding to online child sexual
exploitation and abuse, and the opportunities of
using administrative datato betterinform policing.

Having recently appointed new postdoctoral
researchers, the team has begunits planning and
collaboration with stakeholders.

The CPD programme will:

e improve outcomes forvulnerable people through
promoting evidence-based practice responses to
vulnerability in policing and allied professions.

* ensure ourresearch findingsreach awiderange
of practitionersin policing and allied professions,
supporting practitioners to translate and apply
researchinsightsin theirwork.

* complement and build upon other CPD offers
already provided withinrelevant professions and
in areas of work connected to vulnerability and
policing.

* enhance the skillsand knowledge of professionals
workingin the field of vulnerability and policing
with evidence-based knowledge and tools they
canapplyintheirpractice.

We are currently working with key partners to
develop early pilots; please contact usif you have
aninterestinthis work.

POLICY WORK

The Centreis contributing to policy discussions
inthe vulnerability and policing sphere. Recently,
team members have submitted evidence to the
UK Parliament’s Crime and Policing Bill on Child
Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) andits generation,
and mandatoryreporting, both based onthe “co-
designing community resilience to online child
sexualvictimisation” research project. Colleagues
also submitted evidence on criminal exploitation,
safeguarding and the criminalisation of vulnerable
young adults, based onthe Centre’s nationwide study
of county lines policing and vulnerability in the UK.

Aswellasrespondingto calls forevidence, the
Centreresearchers are sharing findings to the
Home Office and seniorleaders within the police,
contributing to the Police Science Council,
presenting findings to the NPCC’s new Trust

and Confidence Symposium, and taking part
inroundtables, such as Ofcom’sround table to
discuss datarelated to online grooming of children
andrelated harms for the statutory transparency
reporting that U2U and online services will have
to provide underthe Online Safety Act. This
workisin additionto sharingresearch evidence
with the Centre’s National Engagement Group,
whichincludes representatives from government
departments, policingand NGOs.

A policy brief highlighting cross-cutting themes
and recommendations from across Centre projects
isindevelopment.
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CHILD OF THENORTH REPORTS

InNovember 2024, the Centre coordinated the “An
evidence-based plan for addressing childhood
vulnerability, crime and justice” report as part of

a series published by the Child of the North and
Baroness Anne Longfield’s Centre for Young Lives.
Thereport argued that government policies needed
to address children’s underlying vulnerabilities

and disadvantages, rather than theirbehaviours.

It advanced an evidence-based planto provide
targeted actionto divertvulnerable young people
away from criminal exploitation and harm and this

reporthasinfluenced policymaking within Whitehall.

Centre Co-Directors Professor Kate Brown

and Professor Adam Crawford contributedto a
webinar outlining evidence and recommendations
fromthereport.

“The evidence is definitive - we urgently need
stronger socialand community support for the
most vulnerable children and young people.
Failure to act willmean we keep on punishing
the most vulnerable in the criminal justice
system and leaving them exposed to crime.

“If we are serious about preventing crime, it’s
investmentin children’s life opportunities, care
and education that matters most.”

PROFESSOR KATE BROWN

In October, Centre Deputy Director Dan Birks co-
authored the policy briefingreport; “An evidence-
based plan forimproving school attendance”, again
inpartnership with Baroness Longfield. The report
made a series of evidence-based recommendations
fortackling therisein children not attending school

- one of the Government’s most urgent challenges

- and featuresresearch conducted throughthe
Centre’s Connected Data Analytics programme. The
report has featured within Department for Education
roundtable discussions and has shaped the thinking
of therelevant policy teams withinthe Department.

Recently, the UK Government announced greater
mental health supportin schools to tackle the
crisis of poormental healthamong young people
and drive up school attendance. Expanding the
number of mental health support teams was a key
recommendationthereport called for.

Child of the North are now preparing fora 2025
campaign starting on 8 Septemberwhich will
take thesereports and create ‘How To’ guides
for practitioners across health, education and
local government.

|



https://www.n8research.org.uk/media/CoTN_Crime-Justice_Report_11.pdf
https://www.n8research.org.uk/media/CoTN_Crime-Justice_Report_11.pdf
https://www.n8research.org.uk/media/CoTN_Crime-Justice_Report_11.pdf
https://www.n8research.org.uk/media/CotN_Attendance_Report_10.pdf
https://www.n8research.org.uk/media/CotN_Attendance_Report_10.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/almost-million-more-pupils-get-access-to-mental-health-support
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Centre events and conference presentations
Date |Conference/host  [Location _ |Presentaion  |Presenterts) |
(Cenehostedevents

Centre hosted events

May24

Jun24

Aug?24

Sep24

Oct24

Oct24

Nov24

Nov24

Nov24

Nov24

Jan25

Mar25

Mar25

Centre International PhD
Network

Centre webinar

Centre International PhD
Network

Centre conference

Centre public lecture

ESRC Festival of Social
Science

Centre webinar

Centre publiclecture

Centre webinar

Centre International PhD
Network

Centre International PhD
Network

Centre International PhD
Network

Centre + West Yorkshire
Combined Authority

External events

Online

Online

Online

Leeds, UK

York, UK +
online

Bradford, UK

Online

Leeds, UK+
online
Online

Online

Online

Online

Leeds, UK

Concept of vulnerability

What service should the police
provide?

Northernlreland: Intermediaries,
Vulnerability and the Criminal Justice
System

Reshaping the relationship between
vulnerability and policing

Vulnerability: prevention between
social policy and national security

Safetyin Bradford: Voices of Women
and Girls

Viewpoints onvulnerability as
afocusforpolicing and public
services

Researchonpolice-community
dialogue

Co-designing community resilience
toonline child exploitation

Vulnerabilitiesinresearch on policy-
community dialogue: arestorative
perspective

Neurodiversity: navigating the
criminaljustice systematthe
intersect of policing and health

Online vulnerabilities inthe context
of domestic abuse and fraud

Launch of the Centre’s OCSV
Demonstration Project

Kate Brown

Ben Bradford, Adam Crawford,
Christine Weirich, David
Rowlands

Invited speakers: Jenny
Humphreys and John Taggart

60+ speakers fromwithin the
Centre teamand across our
network

Invited speaker: Charlotte
Heath-Kelly

Centreteamin collaboration
with Bradford partners - public
engagement event

Kate Brown, Adam Crawford, Dr
Chris Devany, Oznur Yardimci,
Isabelle Bartkowiak-Theron

Invited speaker: lan Marder

Corinne May-Chahal, Christine
Weirich, Larissa Engelmann

Invited speakers: Drlan Marder,
Katharina Kurz

Invited speakers: IngaHeyman,
Natasha Spassiani, Natalie
Kernaghan McCaughey

Invited speakers: Lisa Sugiura,
Chloe Hawkins

Sarah Carlick, Sam Clewarth,
Corinne May-Chahal, Adam
Crawford, Charlotte Armitage

Jul24

Jul24

Jul24

Jul24

Sep24

British Society of Criminology

British Society of Criminology

British Society of Criminology

British Society of Criminology

European Society of
Criminology

Glasgow, UK

Glasgow, UK

Glasgow, UK

Glasgow, UK

Bucharest,
Romania

What do the public want from
police?

Countylines and vulnerability

Co-designing community resilience
to online child sexual victimisation

Bradford mappingresearch: service
provision forvulnerable groupsin
contact with the police

Changing the storyinrespondingto
domestic abuse perpetrators: What
canbelearned fromthelanguage

use of criminaljustice stakeholders?

Ben Bradford, Adam Crawford,
David Rowlands, Christine
Weirich

Chris Devany, Tobias
Kammersgaard

Larissa Engelmann, Christine
Weirich

Larissa Engelmann, David
Rowlands

David Rowlands, Larissa
Engelmann
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Nov24

Nov24

Nov24?

Nov24

Nov24

Feb25

Feb25

Mar25

American Society of
Criminology

Global Law Enforcement and
Public Health Association:
ALEPH

College of Policing: VKPP

European Union Drugs Agency
(EUDA): European Conference
onDrug-related Violence

APCC NPCC Partnership
Summit

SPAPolice Scotland
Knowledge Exchange Event:
Evidence-informed Policing

College of Policing: VKPP

Yorkshire and Humber
Regional Organised Crime
Unit: Yorkshire and the Humber
Child Criminal Exploitation
Conference

SanFrancisco,
USA

Johannesburg,

South Africa

Online

Brussels,

Belgium

London, UK

Edinburgh, UK

Ryton, UK

Wakefield, UK

Offline Responses to Online
Problems: Co-designing a
Community Response to Online
Child Sexual Victimisation

Addressing sex worker vulnerability
through specialist police officer
roles

Micro CPD session: Online Child
Sexual Victimisationresearch

DrugMarket Related Violence, the
UK County Lines phenomenon and
Implications for Policing

Do people think police are meeting
minimum standards of service
delivery?

Invited contributors

Using administrative datasets
toimprove evidence-based
understanding of policing and
vulnerability-related problems

County Lines Policing and
Vulnerability Project: Findings and
Policy Recommendations

Larissa Engelmann, Christine
Weirich

Kate Brown

Christine Weirich, Larissa
Engelmann, Corinne May-
Chahal

Charlie Lloyd

Adam Crawford

Adam Crawford, Dan Birks

DanBirks

Chris Devany, Laura Bainbridge
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Publications

The Centre has continued to generate outputsincluding publications
(listed below) and, inline with our commitment to openresearch,
shared methodologies to support future research. The Q-methods
Study of Vulnerability resources page for exampleis intended to
assist otherresearchersin systematically exploring controversial

subjects such as vulnerability.

Aut

(s)
Academic publications

Brake, A., Birks, D.,Mon-  Whatinsights can ambulance data provide onvulnerable International Journal of 2023
Williams, M., Relins, S. groups? Population Data Science,
8(2).
Brake, A, Birks,D.,Mon-  Exploring spatial patterns of vulnerability using linked International Journal of 2023
Williams, M., Relins, S. healthdata Population Data Science,
8(3).

Lewis, S.,Pina-Séanchez, Therisk of negative feedbackloopsinsome weighted Crime Science, 13(1), 18. 2024
J., &Birks, D. measures of crime harm
Brown, K. Vulnerability and Social Control at the Margins: A Human Studies 2024

contribution to aninterdisciplinary trialogue on vulnerability
Crawford, A. Vulnerability and Policing: Rethinking the Role and Limitsof ~ Political Quarterly 2024

the Police
Brown, K., Grace, S., Policing Vulnerability: The Care and Control of Sex Workers  The British Journal of 2024
Redman, S. Through Designated Police Officers Criminology
Bradford. B., Weirich, Public confidence in the police: using opinionsurvey datato Policingand Society 2025
C.A.,Rowlands, D, explore the current ‘moment’ in British policing
Crawford, A.
Birks, D, Groff, E., Agent-Based Modelingin Criminology Annual Review of 2025
Malleson, N. Criminology
EngelmannL, WeirichC, Developing quality standards forcommunity-basedonline  Child Abuse and Neglect 2025
May-Chahal C child sexual exploitation and abuse interventions
Bradford.B.,Rowlands, = What Service Should Police Provide? Towards A Minimum Policingand Society Accepted
D., Weirich, C. A, Policing Standard May25
Crawford, A.

McAlpine, A. & Birks, D.

Relins, S., Birks, D., &
Lloyd, C.

Using agent-based modelling to enrich and experiment with
anti-trafficking intervention theory

Using Instruction-Tuned Large Language Models to Identify
Indicators of Vulnerability in Police Incident Narratives

Book chapterin: Cockbain
E.,Sidebottom, A. &
Zhang, S. (eds), Anti-
trafficking Evaluation.
University College London
Press

Journal of Quantitative
Criminology

Forthcoming
Nov25

Accepted
Apr25

Blogs & online articles

Webber, M. & Hughes,L. Newresearch to explore police responses to mental health Blog, Centre website 2023
issuesinroutine policing

Kammersgaard, T., Through the Cracks in County Lines Blog, N8 PRP website 2023

Devany, C.

Warrington, C Promising solutions to thorny problems: Researching the Policing Insight 2023
challenges to policing vulnerability

Warrington, C Police forces across England plantorespond to fewer The Conversation 2023

mental health calls - here’s why



https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/q-methods-study-of-vulnerability-resources/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/q-methods-study-of-vulnerability-resources/
https://ijpds.org/article/view/2226
https://ijpds.org/article/view/2226
https://ijpds.org/article/view/2280
https://ijpds.org/article/view/2280
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40163-024-00216-8
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40163-024-00216-8
https://rdcu.be/dOEHQ
https://rdcu.be/dOEHQ
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1467-923X.13422?af=R
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1467-923X.13422?af=R
https://academic.oup.com/bjc/advance-article/doi/10.1093/bjc/azae026/7673386
https://academic.oup.com/bjc/advance-article/doi/10.1093/bjc/azae026/7673386
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10439463.2025.2508198
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10439463.2025.2508198
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-022222-033905
https://doi.org/10.48785/100/274
https://doi.org/10.48785/100/274
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/new-research-to-explore-police-responses-to-mental-health-issues-in-routine-policing/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/new-research-to-explore-police-responses-to-mental-health-issues-in-routine-policing/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/2023/10/20/through-the-cracks-in-county-lines/
https://policinginsight.com/feature/opinion/promising-solutions-to-thorny-problems-researching-the-challenges-to-policing-vulnerability/
https://policinginsight.com/feature/opinion/promising-solutions-to-thorny-problems-researching-the-challenges-to-policing-vulnerability/
https://theconversation.com/police-forces-across-england-plan-to-respond-to-fewer-mental-health-calls-heres-why-207154
https://theconversation.com/police-forces-across-england-plan-to-respond-to-fewer-mental-health-calls-heres-why-207154
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Crawford, A.
Shaw, R
EngelmannL., Rowlands

D.,BarkerA., Jessop N.

May-Chahal,C.,
Engelmann, L., Weirich,
C.

Shaw, R.

Shaw, R

Crawford, A.

Patriarca, G.

Crawford, A.

Birks, D. Franklin, R.,
Sohal, K., Malleson, N.
(2023) Chapter9:

Renehan, N. & Gadd, D.

CBond, LMunford, D
Birks, O Shobande,

S Denny, SHatton-
Corcoran, P Qualter,M
Wood

Brown, K., Crawford,
A, Lloyd. C., Birks, D.,
Capstick, N. et al.

Battye, J., Wood, M,
Mon-Williams, M., Birks,
D.

Bradford, B., Rowlands,
D., Weirich, C., Crawford,
A.

Bradford, B., Rowlands,
D., Weirich, C., Crawford,
A.

Connell, E., Warburton,
M., Wood, M., Birks, D.

Devany, C., Yardimci,
O.,Kammersgaard, T.,
Brown, K., Crawford, A.

Engelmann, L.,
Rowlands, D., White, A.,
Crawford, A.

Hass, A., Birks, D.

Redesigning the contribution of police to public safety

Domestic Abuse Service Providers and their Stories

Safetyin Bradford: Voices of Women and Girls

Capturing online safety risks offline: working together fora

whole community approach

The Stories We Tell About Domestic Abuse, with DA Service

Providers

Domestic Abuse Service Providers and their Stories - an
ongoing ESRC funded project

Vulnerability and Policing: Rethinking the Role and Limits of

the Police

Policingresearchand engagement: Interview with Adam
Crawford by Gabriel Patriarca

Police are failing to deliver aminimum standard of service
according to the UK public

Connected datasets canimprove public service delivery.
Addressing Education and Health Inequity: Perspectives
fromthe North of England

Building choice indomestic abuse perpetrator
interventions: reflections on what clients, victims and
practitioners need

A country that works for all children and young people: An
evidence-based plan forimproving school attendance

An evidence-based plan foraddressing childhood
vulnerability, crime and justice

Geospatial and sociodemographic patterns of
unauthorised school absence

What do the public want from police?

Do people think police are meeting minimum standards of
service delivery?

School absence and Notin Education, Employment or
Training

Viewpoints on vulnerability as a focus for policing and
public services

Service provision for vulnerable peoplein contact with
policing: a strategic view from Bradford

Estimating the Nature and Scale of Response Police

Demand

Academy of Social
Science: Election 24

Blog, British Society of
Criminology

Blog, Centre website

Blog, Centre website

Blog, N8 PRP website

Blog, Socio-Legal Studies
Association

Political Quarterly

Tempo Social, 36(2),273-
283

The Conversation

Report prepared forthe
Child of the North All Party
Parliamentary Group

HM Inspectorate of
Probation Academic
Insightsreport

N8 Child of the North
Reports

N8 Child of the North
Reports

Summary findings report,
Centre website

Summary findingsreport,
Centre website

Summary findings report,
Centre website

Summary findings report,
Centre website
Summary findingsreport,

Centre website

Summary findingsreport,
Centre website

Summary findings report,
Centre website

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2025

2023

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024



https://acss.org.uk/redesigning-the-contribution-of-police-to-public-safety/
https://thebscblog.wordpress.com/2024/04/10/domestic-abuse-service-providers-and-their-stories/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/safety-in-bradford-voices-of-women-and-girls/#more-1489
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/capturing-online-safety-risks-offline-working-together-for-a-whole-community-approach/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/capturing-online-safety-risks-offline-working-together-for-a-whole-community-approach/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/2024/02/16/the-stories-we-tell-about-domestic-abuse-with-da-service-providers/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/2024/02/16/the-stories-we-tell-about-domestic-abuse-with-da-service-providers/
https://slsablog.co.uk/blog/tag/narratological-methodology-domestic-abuse-service-providers-narrative-criminology-esrc/
https://slsablog.co.uk/blog/tag/narratological-methodology-domestic-abuse-service-providers-narrative-criminology-esrc/
https://politicalquarterly.org.uk/blog/vulnerability-and-policing-rethinking-the-role-and-limits-of-the-police-2/
https://politicalquarterly.org.uk/blog/vulnerability-and-policing-rethinking-the-role-and-limits-of-the-police-2/
https://www.revistas.usp.br/ts/article/view/223436/206394
https://www.revistas.usp.br/ts/article/view/223436/206394
https://theconversation.com/police-are-failing-to-deliver-a-minimum-standard-of-service-according-to-the-uk-public-249219
https://theconversation.com/police-are-failing-to-deliver-a-minimum-standard-of-service-according-to-the-uk-public-249219
https://www.healthequitynorth.co.uk/app/uploads/APPG-REPORT-SEPT-23.pdf
https://www.healthequitynorth.co.uk/app/uploads/APPG-REPORT-SEPT-23.pdf
https://www.healthequitynorth.co.uk/app/uploads/APPG-REPORT-SEPT-23.pdf
https://hmiprobation.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/document/building-choice-in-domestic-abuse-perpetrator-interventions-reflections-on-what-clients-victims-and-practitioners-need/
https://hmiprobation.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/document/building-choice-in-domestic-abuse-perpetrator-interventions-reflections-on-what-clients-victims-and-practitioners-need/
https://hmiprobation.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/document/building-choice-in-domestic-abuse-perpetrator-interventions-reflections-on-what-clients-victims-and-practitioners-need/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=08BtycAAAAAJ&sortby=pubdate&citation_for_view=08BtycAAAAAJ:RGFaLdJalmkC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=08BtycAAAAAJ&sortby=pubdate&citation_for_view=08BtycAAAAAJ:RGFaLdJalmkC
https://www.n8research.org.uk/media/CoTN_Crime-Justice_Report_11.pdf
https://www.n8research.org.uk/media/CoTN_Crime-Justice_Report_11.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002585-VPRC-School-absence-Report-A4-DIGITAL-AW-300824.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002585-VPRC-School-absence-Report-A4-DIGITAL-AW-300824.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/what-do-the-public-want-from-police-towards-a-minimum-policing-standard/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/11/Do-people-think-police-are-meeting-minimum-standards-of-service-delivery-report.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/11/Do-people-think-police-are-meeting-minimum-standards-of-service-delivery-report.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002889-VPRC-School-Absence-Report-A4-DIGITAL-020924.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002889-VPRC-School-Absence-Report-A4-DIGITAL-020924.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Viewpoints-on-Vulnerability-Report-A4-DIGITAL-020924.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Viewpoints-on-Vulnerability-Report-A4-DIGITAL-020924.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Bradford-Mapping-Report-A4-DIGITAL-AW-300824.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Bradford-Mapping-Report-A4-DIGITAL-AW-300824.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Estimating-the-Nature-Report-A4-DIGITAL-AW-300824.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Estimating-the-Nature-Report-A4-DIGITAL-AW-300824.pdf
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May Chahal, C., Co-designing community resilience to online sexual Summary findingsreport, 2024

Crawford, A., Weirich, C., exploitationand abuse victimisation Centre website

Engelmann, L.

O’Loughlin, A, Leader, Defendants as victims:A scoping review of vulnerability, Summary findingsreport, 2024

K., Classman, S.,King,A., victimhood and safeguards from charge to conviction Centre website

Mortimer, J.

Pajon, L., Brewster, B., Social media-facilitated trafficking of children and young Summary findingsreport, 2024

Fell, I., Krokida, Z. people Centre website

Shaw, R. Domestic abuse service providers and their stories Summary findingsreport, 2024
Centre website

Coomber, R., Devany, County lines, policing and vulnerability Summary findingsreport, 2025

C., Lloyd, C.,Brown, K., Centre website

Bainbridge, L.

Jessop, N. Reducing Barriers to Reporting Sexual Harassment through  Summary findingsreport, 2025

Enhanced Police Procedural Justice for Racially Minoritised  Centre website
Young Women

Rutter, N. Whenit hurts to seek help: identifying non-harmfulroutes Summary findingsreport, 2025
to support for families living with child-to-parent violence Centre website

and abuse



https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Co-designing-community-Report-A4-DIGITAL-AW-300824.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Co-designing-community-Report-A4-DIGITAL-AW-300824.pdf
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/217790/
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/217790/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Social-Media-Facilitated-Report-A4-DIGITAL-270824.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/09/0002859-VPRC-Social-Media-Facilitated-Report-A4-DIGITAL-270824.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/133/2024/08/domestic-abuse-service-providers-and-their-stories-report.pdf
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/county-lines-policing-and-vulnerability/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/reducing-barriers-to-reporting-sexual-harassment-through-enhanced-police-procedural-justice-for-racially-minoritised-young-women-report/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/reducing-barriers-to-reporting-sexual-harassment-through-enhanced-police-procedural-justice-for-racially-minoritised-young-women-report/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/reducing-barriers-to-reporting-sexual-harassment-through-enhanced-police-procedural-justice-for-racially-minoritised-young-women-report/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/when-it-hurts-to-seek-help-identifying-non-harmful-routes-to-support-for-families-living-with-child-to-parent-violence-and-abuse/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/when-it-hurts-to-seek-help-identifying-non-harmful-routes-to-support-for-families-living-with-child-to-parent-violence-and-abuse/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/when-it-hurts-to-seek-help-identifying-non-harmful-routes-to-support-for-families-living-with-child-to-parent-violence-and-abuse/
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People, culture and environment

One of the Centre’slong-term aims is to develop a new generation
of researchers with the knowledge, skills and cultural understanding
that canlead the vulnerability and policing research agenda.

Building capacity and developing skills of the Centre

team and wider community is a key part of this, as
is creating the culture and environment for them
to prosper. The Centre officesin Yorkshire House,
University of York, and dedicated space within the
School of Law at the University of Leeds provide

excellent places to make the connections necessary

forthis, and the fantastic work of the Centre’s ECR
Champion, Dr Laura Bainbridge (University of Leeds)
helpsin building this supportive culture.

The Centre has put onanumber of training sessions
forits postdoctoralresearchers asindicated below.

Tailored training for Centre Researchers

* Wellbeing

* Mediatraining

* Conducting focus groups

* Managing vulnerable participants

* Vulnerability, care and control

* Drugs, policing and vulnerability

* Policing and vulnerability

* Conceptual approaches to vulnerability
* REF

* Editingandreviewing

Building upon this, line managers are working
withresearchers toidentify and support career
development opportunities, including, forexample,
teaching, research leadership on specific Centre
initiatives, and applying for funding.

The Centre team has expandedrecently and now
includes12researchers as the Centre looks to
deliveronitsimpact agenda, includingitsworkon
demonstration projects and evidence-informed
training for practitioners.

Capacity building through PhDs

The Centre has four associated postgraduate
researchers (PGRs) funded through the White Rose
Doctoral Training Partnership, all progressing well.
The Centreis building research capacity through
structured support forthese and other postgraduate
researchers throughits PhD network. The Centre’s
ECR Championhas arranged a number of PhD
training sessions (see table) and some have been
given the opportunity to speak at the Centre’s
upcoming annual conference “Vulnerability and
Policing: Reducing Harm, Strengthening Justice”
inLeeds, 9-10 September2025.

Tailored training for Centre PhDs

* Anticipating andresponding to challenging
situations with vulnerable research participants

* Graphic Elicitation/Life Course approach

* Anintroductionto ethnography
(inc. front-line observation)

* Anintroduction to policing
* Buildingimpactinto yourresearch project

» Mentoring from Centre postdoc researchers

The Centre’sinternational PhD Network was
establishedin early 2024 and brings together
awidercommunity of PhD candidates across
multiple disciplines who focus on the intersection
of vulnerability and policing.

The network provides a forum fordiscussion,
training opportunities, and organises talks from
speakers workinginrelevant fields as part of its
aimto encourage collaboration, learning and
innovative research.


https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/annual-conference-vulnerability-and-policing-reducing-harm-strengthening-justice/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/annual-conference-vulnerability-and-policing-reducing-harm-strengthening-justice/
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Sinceitslaunch, the Centre has organised seven
events forthe network and will be puttingon a
weeklong Summer Schoolin July 2025 for 21PhD
students from 9 different countries. The Summer
Schoolwas oversubscribed with a highly competitive
selection process. The 21 successful participants

will benefit from a full programme including sessions
led by world-leading vulnerability and policing
experts, aswell as workshops dedicated to exploring
researcherwellbeing, data collection and analysis
methods, publishing, and achieving researchimpact.
The Summer Schoolwill alsoinclude arange of social
activities and networking opportunities forthe next
generation of vulnerability and policing researchers
to build lasting connections with peers.

We also welcome a new Affiliated PGR from October
2025.Ms Omolara Okunorenwas successfulin

the WRDTP Stuart Hall Foundation Award and

her PhD will be entitled: Saying her name: Black
women, victimhood and vulnerability in criminal
justice, supervised by Kate Brown and Sharon Grace.

Early Career Researcher
Development Fund

The ECR Development Fund builds research capacity
and capability to tackle currentand emerging
challengesrelated to vulnerability and policing
aligned with the Centre’svalues and principles,
widening the reach of the Centre’s work and enabling
early careerresearcherstolead co-produced
pioneering projects that contribute new findings and
insights.

Across three calls forapplications to this funding
programme for Early Career Researchers since
2023,154 applications have beenreceived, 13 grants
have now been awarded, with eight projects now
complete and another five having commencedin
May 2025, tackling pressingissues such as stalking,
stop and search, romance fraud, missing persons
and sextortion. One final call for proposals launched
atthe end of May 2025, to award a further cohort

of ECR Principal Investigators on co-produced
projects, forcompletion prior to the end of the
Centre’s current funding cycle.

The first cohort of awardees have publishedreports
ontheirwork and spoke at the Centre’s first annual
conferencein 2024,

Reflections from Dr Nadia Jessop, Former ECR
Development Fund award holder and current
Centre Co-Investigator

As aninterdisciplinary researcherwho integrates
multiple perspectivesinto my work it can be
difficult to carve out a niche area of research
that people understand. This is the beauty of
working with the Vulnerability & Policing Futures
Research Centre with its strong emphasis on
interdisciplinary approaches, methodological
diversity and co-production. Through the ECR
grant, lwas able to find an avenue where my
intersecting research interests in education,
social psychology, youth development, and
violence intervention and prevention found a
platform. | was awarded aresearch grant to study
how to enhance proceduraljustice forracially
minoritised young women reporting sexual
harassment to the police.

My experience as an ECR grantee was uniquely
affirming when compared to other grant
experiences in terms of the level of support

we were provided as a cohort of emerging
researchers. Capacity building opportunities
included working with a designated ECR
champion, who led meetings with other grantees



https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/vulnerability-and-policing-international-phd-summer-school/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/news/centre-conference-explores-how-to-reshape-the-relationship-between-vulnerability-and-policing/
https://vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk/news/centre-conference-explores-how-to-reshape-the-relationship-between-vulnerability-and-policing/
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from my cohort so we couldlearn about and from
each other’s experiences throughout managing
our first significant external grant. This medium
was a great source of support forall of us. We
were also provided with anumber of training
sessions from experts within the centre on topics
ranging from working with stakeholders and
partners, to buildingimpact andinfluencing
policy, to publication routes, understanding

the REF, and applications for future grants. We
also had the opportunity to share the results of
our grant-funded research from the grant with
relevant stakeholder audiences at the Centre’s
annual conference.

As aresult of working closely with the Centre team
throughout my termas a ECR grant awardee | was
invited to join the Centre as a co-investigatorto
co-lead aproblem-basedresearch projecton
racially minoritised youths’ perceptions of and
relationships with the police in the historically
under-resourced Harehills community in Leeds.
The project aims to enhanceracialjustice in
policing through working with young people from
Harehills to help change the narrative on youth
violence and police involvement in the community
through centering youths’ lived experiences. It’s
aculmination of allmy variedinterdisciplinary
researchinterests andllook forward to continued
collaboration with the Centre team.

Our Early Career Researcher
Development Fund award holders

Dr Nadia Jessop
University of York

PROJECT: “Reducing Barriers to
Reporting Public Sexual Harassment

to the Police: Towards Procedural
Justice for Racially Minoritised
Vulnerable Young Women and Girls”

DrLaura Pajon

LiverpoolJohn Moores
University

PROJECT: “Social Media-Facilitated

Trafficking of Children and Young
PeopleWomen and Girls”

Dr Nikki Rutter

Durham University

PROJECT: “Who matters? A
collaborative co-investigation

of who needs to beincluded,
according to families with children
with explosive and controlling

impulses”

Dr Rebecca Shaw
University of Leeds

PROJECT: “Domestic Abuse Service
Providers and their Stories”

Dr Kirsty Bennett
Leeds Trinity University

PROJECT: “Recognising the Risks
and Harms for Repeat Missing
Children from Different Residential
Environments through a Child and
Practitioner Lens”

Dr Ali Malik
University of Leeds

PROJECT: “Policing and community
resilience in the context of climate

change”

Dr Sarah Shorrock

University of Bradford/
University of Leeds

PROJECT: “Roma Voices for Change:
Identifying and managing child

exploitationin Roma communities
within Bradford”

Dr Lis Bates

University of Central
Lancashire

PROJECT: “Policing collective
coercion: improving understandings

of coercive controlin honour-based
violence and abuse”
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Our 2025 Early Career Researcher
Development Fund award holders

Dr Kelly Bracewell Dr Emily Cooper
University of Central University of Central
Lancashire Lancashire

PROJECT: “Policing sextortion:
improving understanding of the
nature, extent and experiences of
(re)victimisation”

PROJECT: “Experiences of and
responses to intimate partner
stalkinginthelives of young people

aged13-19years”

Dr Jo Kenrick
University of Greenwich

PROJECT: “Redefining vulnerability:
Critically examining risk and
protective factorsinthe context of
romance fraud”

Dr AlejandraDe La

Fuente Vilar
University of Portsmouth

PROJECT: “Developing an Evidence-
Based Interviewing Approach for
Ethnically Diverse Missing Persons
Investigations”

Dr Thiago Oliveira
University of Manchester

PROJECT: “Stop and search and the
reproduction of socialinequality”
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Our data scientists

The programme supports six early career data scientists annually,
embedding themin 6-month, partner-driven projects supported by
interdisciplinary and cross-sector supervisory teams. Upon completion,
previous data scientists from the programme have transitioned

into roles in police intelligence analysis, NHS data management,
academic research, doctoral studies, and the private sector. These
trajectories underscore the lasting impact of the programme’s research
environment on wider professional and societal contexts.

Profileimages from top left:

Abigail Brake, Alexander Davie, Netochukwu Onyiaji, Dr Jayita Chakraborty,
Angeliki Fragkeskou, Sadiq Balogun, Jian Feng, Ahmad Ammasha,

Folasayo Ogundipe, James Battye, DrLewis Shaw, Liam Bailey,

Toluwani Osabiya, Dr Emily Connell, Ramaa Thirunarayaran, DrAmanda Hass
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Translational Fellowships

OurTranslational Fellowship funding programme
empowers non-academic practitioners and policy
makers to undertake research that addresses
vulnerability and policing problems or solutions
intheirwork. The Translational Fellows undertake
researchunderthe Centre’s mentorship, meaning
their projects combine the strengths of academic
research and practice-orientated expertise to
improve approaches toreducing harmamong
vulnerable groupsin society.

The Centre has funded Translational Fellows
from Creased Puddle, the Police Foundationand
Transform Justice to date.

CASE STUDY: DRALICE SIBERRY,
TRANSLATIONAL FELLOW

DrAlice Siberry from Creased Puddle, a UK-based
neurodiversity consultancy specialisingin policing
and neurodiversity, was awarded a Translational
Fellowship to conductresearch exploring
CounterTerrorism practitioners’ perspectives on
neurodivergent people and theirvulnerability to
algorithmic radicalisation.

The six-month project found that practitioners
agreed that neurodivergent people, particularly
young autistic males, may be vulnerable to self-
radicalisation facilitated by algorithms. However,
mostunderstanding about neurodiversity was
generalised, conflating neurodivergent traits, such
as “fixation” (or ‘specialistinterest’,anurge to learn
everything about thatinterest) or “social isolation”
and extremist behaviours.

To address this, the study calls for neuroinclusive,
role-specific training and collaborative, solution-
focused strategies between CounterTerrorism (CT)
practitioners and external services.

The funding enabled Alice to advance herresearch
on neurodiversity within the Criminal Justice sector.
Theresearchisinforminginterventions, ensuringits
findings translate into actionable change. Alice is
creating atoolkit and training programme for police
as part of this, informed by empirical evidence as
well as lived experience. The evidence-informed
training will enable Alice and Creased Puddle to
continue theirmission of empowering organisations
to fosterinclusive environments. Following on from
her project, Alice is submitting articles tojournals
about herresearch withhermentor Dr Katy Sian.

“The Translational Fellowship has provided me

the opportunity to meaningfully bridge the gap
betweenresearch andpractice. It has helped me
to connect my academic work with the real-world
challengesrelated to policing and vulnerability
that we observe at Creased Puddle.

“Forme, with the support of the Vulnerability and
Policing Futures Research Centre, the Translational
Fellowship has enabled me to continue applying
my research skills in a practical and purposeful
way, grounding them in real-world contexts, while
stillmaintaining academic integrity.

“For Creased Puddle, this has meant more direct
access to evidence-informed thinking and a
clearer framework forembedding researchinto
ourtraining and consultancy. Looking ahead, the
fellowship has strengthened our ability to share
knowledge thatis groundedin both lived and

professional experience.”

DRALICESIBERRY
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Looking ahead

The Centre will be prioritising impact and knowledge exchange
work over the coming period, and as we enter the final two years of
our ESRC funding, attentionis turning towards exploiting various
funding opportunities to sustain and enhance our work to date.

Plans are wellunderway for our second annual
conference, Vulnerability and Policing: Reducing
Harm, Strengthening Justice, taking placein
Leedsin September2025, and forhosting the 8th.
International Conference on Law Enforcement and
Public Health at the University of Leedsin 2026. In
the meantime we look forward to hosting ourin-
personinternational PhD summer schoolin York
during July 2025, welcoming 21 vulnerability and
policing PhD students from across the globe, tolearn
fromeach otherand anarray of expert speakers.

Overthe next 12 months, we plan to develop further
Demonstration Projects seeking to co-design,
facilitate and develop, along with key partners,
practicaltools, technologies and practices that

Centre Leadership Team JUNE 2025
Professor Adam Crawford YORK/LEEDS
Professor Kate Brown YORK
Professor Charlie Lloyd YORK
Professor Dan Birks LEEDS
Roz Cumming YORK
Nathan Capstick LEEDS

vulnerabilitypolicing.org.uk
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m Vulnerability & Policing Futures Research Cetnre
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apply the learning fromthe Centre’sresearch. We
will also develop and pilot, in collaboration with
partners, research-informed training/short courses
for practitioners. In addition we will continue to
deliver against both newly commenced and ongoing
research projects, addingto the Centre’s wide
programme, and seeking to create and capitalise
upon opportunities forimpact from our work. We
look forward to sharingideas and engaging with our
stakeholders at ourannual Centre conference this
September, and are hugely grateful foryourongoing
support forourwork.
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